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appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-
ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT OF 
2013—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to S. 1356. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 243, S. 

1356, a bill to amend the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998 to strengthen the United 
States workforce development system 
through innovation in, and alignment and 
improvement of, employment, training, and 
education programs in the United States, 
and to promote individual and national eco-
nomic growth, and for other purposes. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the national defense 
authorization bill. Rollcall votes are 
possible throughout the day. We will do 
our best to notify Senators ahead of 
time as to when votes will occur. 

f 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for more 
than 50 years consecutively; that is, 50 
years in a row every year, the United 
States has passed the National Defense 
Authorization Act. This year is not 
going to be an exception. This tradi-
tion indicates the respect and grati-
tude with which Members of this insti-
tution regard the members of our mili-
tary. 

The work to get to this point has 
been extremely difficult. We have had 
the usual good work by one of the fin-
est Senators ever, the senior Senator 
from Michigan, and also the coopera-
tion and hard work of the ranking 
member of the committee, the senior 
Senator from the State of Oklahoma. 
It has been with some difficulty. 

The Senator from Oklahoma has had 
physical problems and the tragic loss 
of his son in an unfortunate airplane 
accident. These two men have contin-
ued to move forward with this legisla-
tion. It is important to mention their 
counterparts in the House. This is an 
important piece of legislation that we 
are going to vote on. 

Today, the Senate will continue de-
bate on this critical measure which 
safeguards our Nation and ensures our 

troops have the resources and training 
they need. This bill includes a pay 
raise for members of the Armed Forces 
and reauthorizes dozens of special pay 
raises and bonuses, such as the bonus 
payment for servicemembers who are 
stationed overseas. 

This legislation also supports mili-
tary families who support the mission 
of our fighting men and women. Also, 
yesterday, we passed the Ryan-Murray 
budget—very important—because, 
among other things, it did away with 
the sequester, which would have been— 
if that second year would have kicked 
in, it would have been a $23 billion hit 
to the United States military. That is 
gone. 

This year the National Defense Au-
thorization Act also includes robust 
new provisions to combat sexual as-
sault in the military and guarantee 
that the perpetrators are punished. 

With cooperation, the Senate could 
easily pass this bill today. We could 
have done it last evening. With co-
operation, the Senate could also con-
sider a number of pending nominations 
today and Friday. Without cooperation 
from our Republican colleagues, Sen-
ators should expect late night and 
weekend votes. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, after we 
complete work on the Defense author-
ization bill, this body will consider sev-
eral essential nominations, including 
the new Federal Reserve Chair—so im-
portant, as we learned yesterday from 
the announcement of Chairman Ben 
Bernanke how terribly important that 
institution is. He is leaving. We need 
someone to replace him. 

We also are going to approve a Dep-
uty Secretary of Homeland Security, a 
new Director of the Internal Revenue 
Service. We will also consider a nomi-
nation that has been pending for 2 
years—more than 2 years actually—the 
nomination of Brian Davis of Florida 
to fill a judicial seat that has been de-
clared an emergency, as well as a hand-
ful of other nominations. 

All those nominees are qualified and 
dedicated public servants. I have not 
heard a single word about these nomi-
nations being flawed in any way. Those 
nominees have broad bipartisan sup-
port. Their positions safeguard the 
economy, thus ensuring our national 
security. I am disappointed that Re-
publican Senators have suggested that 
those nominees are nonessential or un-
important. I heard one Senator say: 
Just do them next year. Another said: 
Yes, they are nonessential. They are 
really unimportant. Why don’t we do 
them next year? 

Everyone should understand, the 
Senate will not wait until the new year 
to consider these nominations. These 
are critical nominations. If that means 
working through the weekend, next 
week, so be it. The Senate will finish 
its work before we leave for the holi-
days. It is our constitutional duty. 

Public servants who set our Nation’s 
monetary policy and guard against ter-
rorism and deliver us justice do not 
hold nonessential positions. 

Is Janet Yellen, to be chosen as Fed-
eral Reserve Chair, nonessential? It is 
shallow to even suggest this. Brain 
Davis. I have already talked about this 
good man who has waited 2 years to be-
come a Federal trial judge in Florida, 
that has too many criminal cases, too 
many civil cases, and it has been de-
clared a judicial emergency. I suggest 
it is very shallow to suggest this nomi-
nation is unimportant and not essen-
tial. 

Alejandro Mayorkas to be the No. 2 
person at the Department of Homeland 
Security is vitally important, as has 
been laid out in detail by the chairman 
of the committee TOM CARPER. How 
shallow to think this important nomi-
nee is nonessential. 

How about this one? John Koskinen 
to be Commissioner of the Internal 
Revenue Service. With all that is going 
on in this country with ObamaCare, 
with all that is happening, we need 
someone to direct the Internal Revenue 
Service. To suggest this is not a crit-
ical position is really very shallow. 

With all of the Republican obstruc-
tion and delay we have seen over the 
last 2 weeks, is it any wonder Demo-
crats changed the rules last month? Of 
course not. The American people want 
Congress to work, not obstruct. Even 
under these new rules, Republicans are 
wasting weeks on matters that could 
be resolved in mere hours. As always, 
there is an easy and a hard way that we 
legislators can take. One is to move; 
the other is to obstruct. So far, my Re-
publican colleagues have obstructed, 
and they continue to do so. The choice 
to obstruct is theirs. Their obstruction 
has become a bad habit of theirs. For 
the good of the country, their obstruc-
tion, these bad habits, need to go away. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the House message to accompany H.R. 
3304, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, that the House concur in the 

Senate amendment to the title of the bill 
(H.R. 3304) entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize and 
request the President to award the Medal of 
Honor to Bennie G. Adkins and Donald P. 
Sloat of the United States Army for acts of 
valor during the Vietnam Conflict and to au-
thorize the award of the Medal of Honor to 
certain other veterans who were previously 
recommended for award of the Medal of 
Honor,’’ and be it further 

Resolved, that the House concur in the 
first three Senate amendments to the text of 
the aforementioned bill, and be it further 
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